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SDG 6 – Clean Water and Sanitation
Datashots
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SDG GOAL - Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

SDGs calls for access to safe and affordable drinking water, sanitation facilities, and hygiene for all 

by 2030. India looks at achieving this through 

• Protecting and restoring water related ecosystems.

• Improving water quality by reducing pollution.

• Substantially increasing water use efficiency across all sectors.

• Strengthening the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation 
management.

About SDG 6
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Notes: As per UN Sustainable Development Report 2021
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90% of the households in the 
country have access to improved 
drinking water.

While Chandigarh (100%) and 
Punjab (99%) have the best 
access to drinking water, the 
north-eastern belt fares 
relatively poorly, with only 42% 
of households having access to 
improved drinking water sources 
in Manipur.

Access to drinking water

Source:
National Family & Health Survey

Notes:
Improved source of drinking water includes piped 
water, public taps, standpipes, tube wells, 
boreholes, protected dug wells and springs, 
rainwater, and community reverse osmosis (RO) 
plants
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Source: WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme 
(JMP) for Water Supply

Notes: UN looks at the drinking water ladder as follows:
Safely Managed: Drinking water from an improved 
water source that is accessible on premises, available 
when needed and free from faecal and priority chemical 
contamination
Basic: Drinking water from an improved source, 
provided collection time is not more than 30 minutes 
for a roundtrip including queuing. At least Basic 
includes Basic + Safely Managed
Limited: Drinking water from an improved source for 
which collection time exceeds 30 minutes for a 
roundtrip including queuing
Unimproved: Drinking water from an unprotected dug 
well or unprotected spring
Surface Water: Drinking water directly from a river, 
dam, lake, pond, stream, canal or irrigation canal.

Access to Safe Drinking Water Ladder

India has shown steady 
improvement in access to 
basic and safely managed 
drinking water, covering 
91% of households.
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17% of India’s groundwater 
assessment units 
(block/mandals/taluka) are 
over-exploited. 5% are 
critical, and 14% are semi-
critical while only 63% are 
safe.

The north-western belt has 
high exploitation with 
Punjab having exploited 79% 
of its ground water 
resources.

Groundwater Resources

Source:
Niti Aayog | Ministry of Jal Shakti

Notes:
Over-exploited indicates ground water 
extraction exceeding the total annual 
groundwater recharge.
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Ground water quality has 
depleted from 2000 to 2017. 
The number of districts which 
have average increased 
nitrate contamination due to 
human activity has increased 
by 16%.

Groundwater Quality

Source:
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB)

Notes:
High Salinity (the saltiness or dissolved salt 
contents of a water body) in groundwater are 
due to the natural geological phenomena.
Nitrate contamination is due to activities like 
mining, disposal of industrial wastes and 
untreated domestic wastes.
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48% of the households in the 
country have access to improved 
sanitation.

While Kerala (98%) and 
Lakshadweep (99%) have the 
highest improved sanitation 
facilities, the northern and central 
belts fare relatively poorly, with 
only 25% and 24% of households 
having access to improved 
sanitation in Bihar and Jharkhand
respectively.

Access to Improved Sanitation

Source:
National Family & Health Survey

Notes:
Improved sanitation includes any non-shared toilet of 
the following types: flush/pour flush toilets to piped 
sewer systems, septic tanks, and pit latrines; ventilated 
improved.
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Open defecation has 
decreased by 59% and 
safely managed 
sanitation has increased 
by 39% over the 20 
years.

Access to Safe Sanitation Ladder

Source: WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) for 
Water Supply

Notes:
UN looks at the sanitation ladder as follows:
Safely Managed: Use of improved facilities that are not shared 
with other households and where excreta are safely disposed of 
in situ or removed and treated offsite
Basic: Use of improved facilities which are not shared with other 
households
Limited: Use of improved facilities shared between two or more 
households
Unimproved: Use of pit latrines without a slab or platform, 
hanging latrines or bucket latrines
Open Defecation: Disposal of human faeces in fields, forests, 
bushes, open bodies of water, beaches and other open spaces or 
with solid waste
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The presence of separate toilets, 
menstrual hygiene management 
facilities can help girls stay in 
school and reduce drop-outs, 
which further reduces the risk of 
early marriage and pregnancy.

100% of schools in seven 
states/UTs have separate toilet 
facilities for girls. The north-east 
states have relatively fewer 
percentage of schools with this 
facility while, on average, 95% of 
the schools in India have this 
facility.

Toilet Facilities for Girls

Source:
Unified District Information System for 
Education (UDISE)
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Solid waste management has 
improved by over 100% from 
2016 to 2018. 50% of the solid 
waste is now processed in 
comparison with the 21.5% in 
2016. 

Jammu & Kashmir, Manipur and 
West Bengal have the poorest 
solid waste management 
facilities.

Solid Waste Management

Source:
Central Pollution Control Board
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At 60%, the utilization of 
the budget has been the 
lowest in the last decade 
in 2020. The budget 
allocation for clean water 
has also seen a slow 
decline from 2018 to 
2020.

Union budget for clean water & sanitation

Source:
Union Budget of India
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