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The Gross Domestic Product of a state is a critical context in understanding social indicators for specific regions. 
By and large, a correlation exists between the income of a state and its performance on key social indicators. 

In order to understand how this correlation plays out in India’s case, the India Data Insights team at Sattva has 
taken a closer look at the Per-Capita GDP figures for India at the state level. We have compared states with one 
another on per capita GDP as well as other key social indicators to analyse  trends and spot possible anomalies in 
state performance. 

This data guide provides insight into :
• India’s GDP per capita growth over 20+ years
• GDP per capita growth of top 5 and bottom 5 states
• Average GDP per capita in small states and in large states
• Effect of new state formation on its per capita GDP
• Correlation tables providing per capita GDP and other important development indicators at state level
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Data Sources and notes :

The data comes from the Reserve Bank of India. This data is GDP at current price and the base years that have been used to 
calculate this data are 1980-81, 1993-94, 1999-2000, 2004-05 and 2011-12. 

Data for other indicators are sourced from: Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 
4, Census 2011,Niti Aayog

About the ‘GDP per capita’ Data Guide
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This is a detailed per capita income study designed to provide actionable insights on :
- Comparison of state performances
- Effect of new state formation on per capita income
- Comparative study of performance of large and small states
- Correlation between per capita GDP and other development indicators at state level

This data guide is an essential tool if you are a :
- Policy maker / researcher working on understanding the state level per capita income
- Funding agency looking for insight into low/high income regions
- Ground level implementing agency looking to understand high/medium/low incomes states and their 

progress on other development indicators

_______________________________________________________________________________________
This Data Guide is produced by India Data Insights (www.IndiaDataInsights.com).

India Data Insights in an online portal delivering actionable data-driven insights to social sector professionals at a click of a 
button. We power sharper and quicker decision making, so that you can spend more time and resources on delivering better 
programmes and impact.

We are a part of Sattva Consulting (www.Sattva.co.in) and our work is powered by Sattva’s decade-long experience in 
designing and delivering high impact programmes in emerging economies across the world.

About ‘GDP per capita’ Data Guide

http://www.indiadatainsights.com/
http://www.sattva.co.in/
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The state with the highest per-capita income in the period 2016-17 is Goa at an annual per-capita income of INR 
3.75 Lakhs.

The state with the lowest per-capita income in 2016 is Bihar with an annual per capita income of INR 0.34 
Lakhs. 

The All India annual per-capita income is INR 1.04 Lakhs putting the All India average in the ‘Low’ category.

A look at the map for per-capita GDP reveals that no Southern State comes into the low or very low per-capita 
income GDP category. The states with the low per-capita income are concentrated in the North. UP and Bihar are 
the large states with a very low per-capita income.

Annual per capita income of different states
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Correlation between GDP & other parameters – Large States  




